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Gen er a l  I n t r od u ct ion  

This year’s exam  is of a com parable standard to the one sat  last  year.  

 

At  the sam e t im e it  m ust  be noted that  there is a resem blance in the type of 

errors that  candidates are m aking. Candidates are cont inuing to form  the 

negat ive future tense incorrect ly and sim ilar ly not  joining verbs to prefixes. 

 

 

 

Qu est ion  1  

 

This part  of the exam inat ion is designed to test  gram m at ical elem ents of 

the language. 

Quest ion 1a:  the sentence ‘she looked for her black hat  everywhere’. This 

was test ing third person singular possessives – ake, and using colour as an 

adject ive. While m ost  candidates got  this quest ion r ight , som e had 

problem s especially with uncertainty surrounding what  class kofia belonged 

to, and thus m ism atched. For exam ple kofia lake/ kofia chake/ kofia yake. On 

the colour, the issue was exposed itself where som e candidates gave 

‘nyeupe’ or ‘white’ for ‘nyeusi’ or ‘black’. There was also a tendency to say 

‘ya nyeusi’ or  ‘of black’ instead of ‘nyeusi’ or ‘black’.  

 

Quest ion 1b:  this quest ion was test ing the usage of a quest ion m ark. Many 

candidates m isread the sentence thus rendering it  to be a statem ent  rather 

than a quest ion – as is a part icular character ist ic of the Swahili language. 

 

Quest ion 1c:  this quest ion was test ing the habitual tense hu-  with the verbs 

to be. Som e candidates had a problem  with this st ructure thus giving 

napendanga. Candidates ought  to note that  the word ‘ofisi’ or  ‘office’ cannot  

be spelt  officci/  ofici in Swahili as the let ter ‘c’ can only be used with the 

let ter ‘h’ in ‘ch’ t ype words like ‘chakula’ etc. 

 

Quest ion 1d:  here candidates were tested on the negat ive cont inuous tense 

and there were m any excellent  responses. Cent res and candidates should 

be praised on their  perform ance here.  

 

Quest ion 1e:  as m ent ioned in the int roduct ion the use of future negat ive 

rem ains to cause difficult ies with candidates, with m any giving an 

incom plete word, ‘hatuta’. I t  is recom m ended to cent res that  possessives 

colours as adject ives, habitual tenses are covered with part icular at tent ion 

being paid to future negat ive form at ion. 

 

 



 

Qu est ion  2   

 

This quest ion tests t ransm ission and Qualit y of Language. The process of 

t ranslat ing into a target  language encom passes all aspects of the language 

including gram m ar and general vocabulary. This quest ion was based on a 

fict it ious piece of work about  a recurr ing dream . There was a clear 

dist inct ion between the perform ances of less and m ore able candidates.  

The quest ion com prised of two parts, both which described in detail the 

environm ent  of an equatorial region.  While the t ransm ission was m ost ly 

well done, som e vocabulary was a cause of difficult  for candidates. 

 

Som e of the m ain t ranslat ion errors encountered by candidates are 

exem plified in the table below:  

 

En g l ish  Cor r ect  Sw ah i l i  I n co r r ect  Sw ah i l i  

Past  years Miaka iliyopita Miaka zilizopita 

Forest  with/ that  has Msitu am bao una Msitu am baye 

I t  generally has Huwa na Hua na 

I t  recurs  hurudiarudia inarudiana 

Sweet  dream  Ndoto tam u Ndoto m tam u 

 

I t  is recom m ended that  special at tent ion is paid to noun class agreem ents 

and other sim ple gram m at ical st ructures.   

 

 

Qu est ion  3   

The passage was const ructed around the idea of what  goes on inside a 

website café. While m ost  candidates were conversant  with technological 

term s a handful did not  different iate a website from  the internet  and som e 

candidates m ixed it  up with a library.  

 

As in quest ion 2 this quest ion tests t ransm ission and Quality of Language. 

The process of t ranslat ing into a target  language encom passes all aspects of 

the language including gram m ar and general vocabulary.  However, less 

able candidates found the listed areas problem at ic:  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Sw ah i l i  Co r r ect  En g l i sh  I n co r r ect  En g l i sh  

I wapo tu kuna 

st im a/ um em e 

I f only/  when there is 

elect r icity 

I f there is light  

Wakawapoteza wateja Lose custom ers Loose custom ers 

Kuacha m aoni yao To leave their opinion To live their opinion 

Tovut i Website Library  

Kupigiana sim u Kupigania sim u To call each other on 

phones/  calling each 

other on phones 

 

I t  is recom m ended that  basic gram m at ical st ructures are taught  and revised 

before future exam inat ions. This is part icular ly im portant  in Swahili where a 

sim ple m ixture of let ters as dem onst rated above (see last  row in the case of 

‘kupigiana’ or ‘to call each other’ can be confused with ‘kupigania’ or ‘to 

fight  for ’)  could result  in lost  m arks. 

 

Qu est ion  4   

 

This quest ion required candidates to express them selves in Swahili as it  

tested Com m unicat ion and Content  and also the Quality of Language. 

Candidates were to write an essay of 200-250 words on four topics:  

 

a)  What  do you think about  the Olym pic Gam es London 2012? 

b)  You are asked to help the president  of your count ry for a week. What  

im portant  issues do you think m ust  be addressed to m ake the lives of 

young people bet ter? State your reasons. 

c)  Do you think it  is bet ter to buy second-hand or new goods? 

d)  Write an applicat ion let ter to the head of your prospect ive university. 

Ment ion all your achievem ents and why you like to at tend the 

university.  

 

Of the above essay quest ions 4d at t racted the m ost  candidates, while 4a 

proved to be the least  popular quest ion. The responses were writ ten 

confident ly with the following issues being raised in 4b:  drugs, lit ter, 

hom elessness, lack of em ploym ent , lack of paym ent  in em ploym ent , lack of 

schools, lack of school fees, the environm ent , sex, discr im inat ion, 

prost itut ion and infrast ructure. These are points to consider for future 

im provem ents:  

 



 

I .  Using appropriate idiom at ic expressions for exam ple, ‘leo ni leo asem aye 

kesho m wongo’ or ‘the present  m om ent  is the m ost  im portant ’ would 

have resulted in scoring higher m arks.  

I I .  Let ter writ ing was done well by m ajor ity of the candidates however, 

there was a num ber of responses that  had no addresses, thus losing 

m arks on st ructure. Candidates often started their  work with a 

statem ent  giving their  nam es, which is not  necessary in let ter writ ing. 

There also was a tendency to m ake inform al greet ings in a form al let ter.  

I I I .  There was an issue with word split t ing for exam ple ‘tutaenda’ or ‘we will 

go’ being given as ‘tuta enda’.  

 

I t  is recom m ended that  as the Swahili language is full of m etaphors and 

idiom s, these should be evident  in essays. Let ter writ ing should be 

dist inguished from  any other type of writ ing with addresses, date, heading, 

salutat ion, body and an appropriate conclusion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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